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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM NIGEL CLIFFE 

1. What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making 
civil partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing 
future civil partnerships to all couples?   

The earlier consultation asked the question on whether to open civil partnerships to 
all, or to close then to all.  That seemed to come to a clear decision, and the minister 
presented a bill to that effect. I don’t see why the question is being re-visited here, it 
seems unnecessary.   

I support the bill’s approach to extending civil partnerships to different sex couples.    

The legislative change in England & Wales, and the first civil partnerships formed, 
seems to have attracted positive comment. Which suggests the similar situation 
proposed in the Scottish Bill will have a positive reception when passed.   

Were the Scottish decision to be to close (end) civil partnerships, Scotland would 
have to deal with a situation of partnerships created in England & Wales, and their 
status in Scotland.  I’d suggest this would be chaotic at best, over both inheritance 
matters, but also over “next of kin” situations when a partner is unable to take 
decisions.    

 

2. What will the impact of the Bill and its provisions be on you, your 
community or your organisation? Give consideration as to whether there is 
any impact on human rights or equality issues for any particular groups of 
people.  

Personally, I can get a civil partnership with the person I’ve lived with for several 
decades, which will resolve a number of issues over “next of kin” and inheritance 
status as we get older. Alternatively, if obtaining a civil partnership within Scotland 
isn’t open to us, we’ll travel to England (where we lived for the vast majority of our 
lives) and obtain an opposite-sex civil partnership in England. If that status isn’t 
recognised in Scotland, then it appears to be a negative impact on me and my 
partner’s rights.   

 

3. The Bill will make consequential changes to existing legislation to carry 
through the effect of the main change. Do you have any comment to make 
on these changes?  

[No comments] 
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4. Is there anything else about civil partnerships that should be included in (or 
excluded from) the Bill? If so, what changes would you like to see and 
why? Please explain your reasons. 

[No comments] 

 

5. Will the Bill result in any resource implications for your organisation or you 
as an individual? If so, please explain and provide any supporting 
information.  

[No comments]  


